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Lectures

The Church in the Transition

between Socialism and Capitalism

Darius Petkiinas

KLAIPEDA UNIVERSITY

The sudden collapse of the Soviet system
came as a surprise not only to the Western
countries but also for the people who were born
and grew up within it. Everything the socialist
believed about values and ideals collapsed over
a short period of time. The sudden transition
to capitalism deeply influenced every area of
~ societal life, including economic, political,
~ cultural systems. These reforms shook to their

~ depths every individual and social institution.

- The church was not left untouched by this

~ transition. During Soviet times the church

~ represented an ideological opponent to the
~ socialist system, like everything else in society
- she embraced the spirit of change.

In this article we will take note of the reforms
which affected the church in the process of
transformation from a socialist to capitalist
~ environment. We will examine the challenges
~ which the church encountered during the past
decade, and how she has attempted to deal with

~ them. We will investigate society’s reaction to

the church from the first days of independence

~ to the present. To accomplish this we must

examine the church’s life under the socialist
~ regime, compare her stance in socialist and
~ capitalist environments, and examine the
.- difference between capitalistic and socialistic
~ mentalities, beliefs and values, and the

influences of the predominant mentality on the
~ church, her worship, and her theology.

~ The Church Prior to 1940

" The Evangelical Lutheran Chusch in Lithuania
- has been the minority church since the time of

~ the Reformation. Even though Lutheranism
~ had made a significant impact upon Lithuanian

culture (e.g., the first book written in the
Lithuanian language was a Lutheran Catechism),
it 1s only in the 20th century that the church has
become a single body. Until this time a large
number of Lithuanian Lutherans lived in
Lithuania Minor, under the supervision of the
Prussian Consistory in Koenigsberg, Beginning
at the time of the Reformation, parishes in the
geographical regions of Vilnius and Kaunas
acted independently of ecclesiastical supervision.
In 1830, however, they decided to put
themselves under the supervision of the Latvi-
an Kurso Mintauja. According to the decision
of the Russian Czar, beginning in the year 1832
all Russian Lutheran churches were united into
one body, and were made subject to the
consistory of Saint Petersburg! . There is,
however, an important exception. The
parishes in the Suvalkija region were in 1815
incorporated to the reestablished kingdom
of Poland and came under the supervision
of the consistory in Warsaw. When in 1918
Lithuania proclaimed 1its national
independence, the Lutheran church of the
newly established nation in the church
found herself 1n a struggle to establish her
tdentity. In addition to the Lithuanian,
there were also strong German and Latvian
folk elements present. During this period
there were strong tensions among this three
ethnic groups. Tensions further increased
when the National Socialists came to power
in Germany. At that time there were more
than 200,000 Lutherans in Lithuania,
representing about 10 percent of the citizens
of LithuaniaZ.

As a result of the decision of Molotov-Rib-
bentrop Pact (1939), Lithuania was assigned to






